Coalition for Improving Maternity Services (CIMS) 2010 Mothéiriendly Childbirth For
www.motherfriendly.org Feb. 2&7

Outcomes of Five Years of Planned Home
Birth Attended by Regulated Midwives
vs. Planned Hospital Birth

in British Columbia

P Janssen, PhE:4> MC Klein, MD,CCFP
L Saxell, RM, MR Liston, MD, FRC%C, FRGEEK Lee, MBBS, PHD, FRCP

Department of Health Care and Epideinidagly Practicidwifefyand Obstetrics and

Gynecologhfaculty of Medicine, University of British Columbia, Child & T~~it: P~Bagrc
\/ancouveB.C., ICARE Research Centre, Edmonton® 2
i -
o ~J\ RESE
CIHR ‘

My personal story

A Stanford

A Trained by midwives in Ethiopia early 1960s
A Exiled

A Worked for single payer since 1960s

A Moved to Canada in 19670

A Worked in Canada before national health

A Worked in USA 197675

A Worked back in Canada 1975 to present under
national health. No contest
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Brief History of Canadian Midwifery

-Before early 1990s midwifery was not illegal
just alegal

-First in early 1990s in Ontario, Quebec and 1998 in
British Columbia Ami dwi f e

-Today there are still som
or seltstyled doulas but use the tools and techniques
of midwifery

-In every province, midwifery became regulated as a
result of a coroners report

Funding Models

A Canadian Health Care Modemidwifery covered
A BC, Ontario entrepreneurial model

A Alberta, Saskatchewan, NWT, Manitoba use salary
model

A Quebec uses Maison de Naissances (Birth Centre
i Very few hospital or home births

i Early difficulties with physiciarmidwife relationships,
consultation, sharing care
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What kind of midwife?

A Not nursemidwifery
A Autonomous midwifery
A 4 year baccalaureate university degree

A Often situate themselves in departments of family
practice

A Deeply selfregulated by Provincial Colleges of
Midwifery

A Highly structured criteria for midwifery care and home
birth, transfer from care or from home, audit, continuing
professional education

Midwifery and Home Birth
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| support licensed/regulated midwifery services
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Agree Neutral Disagree

Home birth is more dangerous than hospital birth, even in an

uncomplicated pregnancy
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Con

SOGC

A Endorses evidence
based practice and
encourages ongoing
research into the safe
environment of all birth
settings. (2003)

ACOG

A Choosing to deliver a

troversyé,

baby at home is to place
the process of giving birth
over the goal of having a

healthy baby{2008)
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Study Question

Is the decision to plan birth at home

with a regulated midwife in attendance compared

the decision to plan birth in hospital attended by
a) a physician or b) a regulated midwife

associated with adverse perinatal or maternal outc

Primary outcome: perinatal mortality

Limitations of studies to date




