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A US Perspective on
Maternity Care

Session goals:

National statistical realities of contemporary
US maternity care for mother and infant

Short and long-term outcomes of
unnecessary maternity care

Root causes of unnecessary maternity care

National initiatives provide opportunity for
change
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NATIONAL STATISTICAL REALITIES
OF US CONTEMPORARY
MATERNITY CARE

Statistical Trends in the U.S.

Birth rate

Maternal Mortality

Infant Mortality
Prematurity/Low birth weight
Racial disparities
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USA 19962007

Birth Rate per 1,000 women 15-44 years

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Birth Rate

Numbers of Births: USA 2007

Number rose 1% to
4,317,119

Highest number of
births ever
registered for the
u.S.
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Maternal Mortality

N

w

Deaths per 100,000 live births

0 1820 1930 1940 1950 1960 1070 1080 1990 2000

Years
NOTE: Prior to 1533, dala tor birn-ragstration states only. Line beeaks are shown batween succassive
imemetonal Clssication of Diseazes revisions.

Figure 1. Maternal mortality rates, United States, 10452003
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Maternal Mortality Issues

Unchanged since 1982, despite
advances in diagnosis and acute critical
care

It is likely that it is underestimated

A significant portion of the burden of
maternal mortality is borne by African-
Americans

The rate may be increasing

Maternal mortality is perhaps best viewed
as the Ati p of the
end of a long spectrum following severe

morbidity and life-t hr eat e n-i n (
mi sses. o0 I n either
Is that maternal mortality is a
culmination of events involving action or
inaction on the part of the patient,
physician, and/or State healthcare
agencies, which ultimately pave the way

f or a maternal
Lang & King, 2008
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Infant Mortality: 2000-2006

Figure 1. Infant mortality rate: United States, 2000-2005, and 2006 preliminary
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Infant Mortality: International

Figure 2. Infant mortality rates: Selected countries, 2004
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Infant Mortality: Disparities

Figure 3. Infant mortality rates by race and ethnicity: United States, 2000 and 2005
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SOURCE: GDC/NCHS, linked birth/infant death data sets, 2000 and 2005.

Infant Mortality & Gestational Age

Figure 5. Percentage of infant deaths by weeks of gestation: United States.
2000 and 2005
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Pretermbirth: 1996-2006, USA

Percent of live births
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Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from
www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.

Late pretermbirths: 1996-2006 US

Percent of live births
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Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from www.marchofdimes.contperista
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Twindeliveries: 1996-2006 USA

Ratio per 1,000 live births.
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Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from
www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.

Triplet and higher ordedeliveries:
1996-2006 USA
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Preterm byrace/ethnicity:
2004 -2006 Average

Percent of live births

o Hispanic Mative
American

Low birthweight by race/ethnicity:
2004 -2006 average

Percent of live births

T Hispanic Mative
Amearican
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The Case of Cesarean Delivery

SHORT AND LONG-TERM

OUTCOMES OF
UNNECESSARY MATERNITY

CARE

Percentage of All Births biZesarean
Delivery
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