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A US Perspective on 

Maternity Care 

Session goals:

ÎNational statistical realities of contemporary 

US maternity care for mother and infant

ÎShort and long-term outcomes of 

unnecessary maternity care

ÎRoot causes of unnecessary maternity care

ÎNational initiatives provide opportunity for 

change
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Statistical Trends in the U.S.

¾ Birth rate

¾Maternal Mortality

¾ Infant Mortality

¾ Prematurity/Low birth weight

¾Racial disparities
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USA 1996-2007

Numbers of Births: USA 2007

¾ Number rose 1% to 

4,317,119

¾ Highest number of 

births ever 

registered for the 

U.S.
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Maternal Mortality

More on Maternal Mortality
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Maternal Mortality Issues

¾Unchanged since 1982, despite 

advances in diagnosis and acute critical 

care

¾ It is likely that it is underestimated 

¾ A significant portion of the burden of 

maternal mortality is borne by African-

Americans 

¾ The rate may be increasing

Maternal mortality is perhaps best viewed 
as the ñtip of the icebergò or the extreme 
end of a long spectrum following severe 

morbidity and life-threatening ñnear-
misses.ò In either case, the implication 

is that maternal mortality is a 
culmination of events involving action or 

inaction on the part of the patient, 
physician, and/or State healthcare 

agencies, which ultimately pave the way 
for a maternal death.ò

Lang & King, 2008
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Infant Mortality: 2000-2006

Infant Mortality: International
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Infant Mortality: Disparities

Infant Mortality & Gestational Age



Coalition for Improving Maternity Services (CIMS)

www.motherfriendly.org

2010 Mother-Friendly Childbirth Forum

Feb. 26-27

8

Preterm birth: 1996-2006, USA

Preterm is less than 37 completed weeks gestation. 
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from 
www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.

Late preterm births: 1996-2006 US

Late preterm is between 34 and 36 completed weeks gestation. 
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.
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Twin deliveries: 1996-2006 USA

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from 
www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.

Triplet and higher order deliveries: 

1996-2006 USA

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from 
www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.
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Preterm by race/ethnicity: 

2004-2006 Average

All race categories exclude Hispanics. Preterm is less than 37 completed weeks gestation. Categories do not sum to total since missing ethnicity 
data are not shown. 
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.

Low birthweightby race/ethnicity:

2004-2006 average

All race categories exclude Hispanics. Low birthweight is less than 2500 grams (5 1/2 pounds). Categories do not sum to totalsince missing ethnicity 
data are not shown. 
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved May 27, 2009, from www.marchofdimes.com/peristats.
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The Case of Cesarean Delivery

Percentage of All Births by Cesarean 

Delivery


